Thompson Public Library
Library Display Policy

Purpose

The Thompson Public Library aims to meet the needs of the community of Thompson by
providing access to a wide variety of information and resources. The creation and
implementation of displays and exhibits by library staff aim to provide for the interest,
information, and enlightenment of all residents, represent a wide range of varied and diverging
viewpoints, and provide access to content that is relevant to the research, independent

interests and educational needs of residents. Library displays and programs are resources for
voluntary inquiry and the dissemination of information and ideas and to promote free expression
and free access to ideas by residents. This policy provides guidelines for the development,
management, and oversight of displays and exhibits presented by the library as well as rules and
regulations for exhibits and displays from organizations and members of the community.

Principles and Criteria

The final responsibility for the display of library materials is held by the Library Director.
Librarians are professionally trained to curate and develop displays and programs. Library staff
uses the following criteria in making decisions about display topics, materials and accompanying
resources:

Community needs and interest

Availability of display space

Historical, cultural or educational significance

Connection to other community or national programs

Relation to library collections, resources, exhibits, and programs

The library may partner with other community agencies, organizations, educational
institutions or individuals to develop and present co-sponsored displays and exhibits.

The library will strive to include a wide spectrum of opinions and viewpoints in library-initiated
displays and exhibits, as well as offer displays and exhibits that appeal to a range of ages,
interests, and information needs. Library-initiated displays and exhibits should not exclude
topics, books, media, and other resources solely because they may be considered to be
controversial.

The library provides displays created or curated by librarians of the public library as well as
allowing displays created by members of the public or community groups to be exhibited in the
public library. Acceptance of a display or exhibit topic by the library does not constitute an



endorsement by the Thompson Public Library or the Town of Thompson of the content of the
display or exhibit, or of the views expressed in the materials on display.

All library materials are evaluated and made accessible in accordance with the protections
against discrimination set forth in section 46a-64 of the Connecticut General Statutes.

Intellectual Freedom and Censorship

The choice of library materials by patrons is an individual matter. The library recognizes that
some materials may be controversial or offensive to an individual but maintains that individuals
can apply their values only to themselves. The selection of library materials is predicated on the
customer’s right of access to information and freedom from censorship. Selections will not be
made on the basis of anticipated approval or disapproval, but on the merits of the material itself.
No library material, display or program shall be removed, or programs be cancelled, because of
origin, background, or viewpoints expressed in such material, display or program or because of
the origin, background or viewpoints of the creator of such material, display or program. The
library limits consideration of requests to reconsider material, displays or programs to individual
residents of Thompson. Please see the Library Material Review and Reconsideration Policy,
which is available on the library website.

Selection of materials will not be inhibited by the possibility that materials may inadvertently
come into the possession of or be seen by minors. No one can exercise censorship to restrict
access to library materials by others. It is the parents’ or guardians’ responsibility to determine
which library materials are appropriate for their children. The Thompson Public Library
supports intellectual freedom and endorses the American Library Association (ALA Freedom to
Read Statement, Freedom to View Statement, the Library Bill of Rights and all relevant
interpretations).

Exhibiting Space and Exhibit Case

The exhibit case and community room is available to community groups or individuals on an
equitable basis, regardless of the beliefs or affiliations of those requesting space. Use of the
display space is based on these criteria: visual arts, crafts and collections for educational,
cultural, informational, and artistic purposes. Only exhibits which are attractive and neat will be
accepted. The library reserves the right to reject an exhibit at any time for any reason. Use of
exhibiting space by an individual is a privilege granted by the library to incorporate more
community input into its offerings. The library does not endorse or advocate the viewpoints of
exhibits or exhibitors.



In order to make the exhibit space available to as many residents or groups as possible, no
individual or group should expect to use the space more than once a year.

The library does not provide insurance coverage for exhibit items. Exhibitors are responsible for
providing coverage for items exhibited or exhibiting at their own risk.

The library is not responsible for any damages incurred to exhibited items during the time of
display.

Labels for exhibit items are furnished by the exhibitor. They must be neat and attractive; they are
to be attached to the exhibit items. They can be attached to the wall or to the exhibit with
adhesives provided by the library.

Labels may not include prices. No sales transactions may take place on library premises, but the
exhibitor's telephone number, email, and a short biographical sketch may be posted. If the
telephone number or email is not posted, the library will not provide it to the public without the
written consent of the exhibitor.

Exhibits are limited to a one month duration, from the first of the month until the last day. The
exhibitor is responsible for the installation and dismantling of the display as scheduled. An
exception for the installation and dismantling of an exhibit or display outside the given
reservation period may be granted by the Library Director upon request. If the staff is forced to
dismantle or otherwise handle a display, the library is not responsible for any damage. Exhibitors
can be banned from future display/exhibit use if display items are not picked up two or more
weeks after the conclusion of an display/exhibit period.

Exhibits may not contain

1. Advertisements of products or services, prices of articles for sale.

2. Requests for contributions, including nonprofit or charitable institutions.
3. Petitions or political literature supporting one cause or point of view.

4. Weapons or possible weapons.

5. Proselytizing of any religious viewpoint.

All exhibitors must sign and agree to the Thompson Public Library Exhibit Display Agreement
form in order to use the library’s exhibiting spaces.

Brochure Rack and Handouts



The Thompson Public Library maintains a brochure rack to make handouts available in order to
provide the residents of Thompson and the surrounding communities with information on
cultural, educational, recreational, civic, or service-oriented events and issues.

Only information from non-profit organizations will be accepted. The library will not display or
distribute personal, commercial, or profit-making handouts. In addition, the library reserves the
right to reject other materials that are deemed inappropriate.

Religious and political materials are permissible for informational purposes or special events;
materials that have the primary effect to proselytize for a single point of view will not be
permitted.

Handouts will be placed in the library at the discretion of the Library Director based on space
available, date of the event, and length of time the library has displayed the material.
Acceptance of handouts does not constitute or imply endorsement by the library or by the Town
of Thompson. The library will accept for distribution multiple copies of free local or regional
newspapers, as space allows.

Administration of Policy

The Library Board of Trustees authorizes the Library Director to act in keeping with this policy
and to execute its provisions on behalf of the library and the Town of Thompson.

Exceptions and Amendments

The Library Board of Trustees reserves the right to make exceptions to the provisions of this
policy. In addition, the Library Board reserves the right to amend this policy from time to time,
as it deems appropriate or at least every 3 years in response to changing conditions.

Adopted by the Library Board of Trustees on September 18, 2025- Jared Jacavone, Director



